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light cavalry, which had stood all day on Napoleon's left,
lie village, filled with Eussian wounded and vehemently
defended by their troops, was only carried after a severe
action. The rest of Ney's corps was drawn out between
Althof and Schloditten.

The latter village, being on the road to Koenigsberg,
Bennigsen could not afford to leave it in Key's hands. To
retake it he sent the Tatirisch grenadier regiment, whilst a
Prussian battery continued to fire on it from the heights
towards Kutschitten.

Belair's troops stood, covered by the walls and houses of
Schloditten, patiently reserving their fee till the Bussians
were almost on them. Then they opened fire with such
deadly effect, at close range, that the attackers quailed before
the storm, and fell back.* But it was no part of Ney*s

* Hoepfner (in. 253) and Bennigsen (quoted by Wilson, p. 241) assert that
the attack was successful, Ney being dnven out at the point of the bayonet.

Dumas (xviii. 36), and other French authorities, say the assault was repulsed,
Dumas falls into confusion between the similar names, Schloditten and Schmo-
ditten, for it is the latter which he represents as the objective of the Russians,
though Ney never occupied it.

Jomini ( Vie de Napoleon, iii. 364) says Ncy was attacked by Sacken's division,
which had suffered less than the others, and that, though he maintained himself
near Schmoditten (sic), the attack imposed upon him, and he took position
at some distance from the Koenigsberg road.

The historical summary in the Annual Register for 1807, denies the Russian
success against Schloditten.

De Fezensac alleges that Belair repulsed the assault on Schmoditten (stfe),
and Ney and his staff spent the night there, in the house of a peasant who had
been killed. He adds the picturesque detail that they all supped off one wretched
goose, the only food procurable, which Ney generously shared with his staff

The plan of the positions at the end of the battle m the account of the
"te*mom oculaire" shows Ney as holding Schloditten and the ground behind it;
Lasalle's light cavalry between SchlocUttdn. and Schraoditten.

Careful search in the Archives Sistorigues has resulted in the version of this
much-disputed episode given in the text*

From Althof, Ney wrote a [pencil note to Berthier (Arch. Hist., daily corre-
spondence) saying hej had pushed Lestocq on Schmoditten, and had occupied
SchlocHtten with the 1st brigade of Marchand's division (Leger Belair's), but he
did not intend to hold the village after 2 a.m. if the enemy remained in force in
his front At this time Marohand'e 2nd brigade was m front of Althof